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have stepped forward to call this Na-
tion to something greater. Today as we
continue to celebrate Black History
Month, I want to recognize three inspi-
rational women from my district in
Pennsylvania: Dorothy James, Ruby
Golding, and Mary Wilson. In the 1960s
they traveled down South to fight ra-
cial injustice and to join the struggle
for equal rights.

Ruby Golding recalls what inspired
her to join the Freedom Riders. She re-
members segregated movie theaters
and not being allowed to try on shoes
at the local store in town. She remem-
bers the March on Washington and
hearing Reverend Dr. Martin Luther
King talk about a dream he had, a
dream that one day his children would
not be judged by the color of their skin
but by the content of their character.

Ms. Golding said everyone was
shocked by the size of the crowd that
day and how peaceful it was. She said
it was like being in one big family of
all colors joining together to bring a
better day to America.

Today let’s recognize the legacy of
Ms. James, Ms. Golding, and Ms. Wil-
son, and all those who joined the civil
rights movement, for we have a freer
nation because they had the courage to
take a stand.

———

DHS SHUTDOWN

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, we have
less than 2 days—2 days—to fund the
Department of Homeland Security be-
fore they run out of money. It is a dan-
gerous world we live in. We know that.
The tragic events recently in Paris and
Copenhagen and, most recently, the ar-
rests of three alleged terrorists yester-
day in New York demonstrate that
Americans are at risk from a terrorist
attack every day. The Senate finally
realized that funding Homeland Secu-
rity is more important than jeopard-
izing the safety of our country.

Mr. Speaker, if you need Democratic
support to pass a clean—clean—Depart-
ment of Homeland Security funding
bill, you have my vote, and you have
the overwhelming votes of the major-
ity of Democrats.

Congress should be focusing on pro-
tecting our families. Our constitu-
tional oath that we take when we are
sworn into office every 2 years requires
us to first ‘‘support and defend the
Constitution of the United States
against all enemies foreign and domes-
tic.”

Let us not put Americans at risk be-
cause of partisan politics. It is not only
irresponsible, it is immoral. Let us do
the job that we were sent here to do.

———

MILITARY SEXUAL TRAUMA

(Mr. RUIZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, I am an
original cosponsor of H.R. 642, a bill
that would help the men and women in
our armed services who are victims of
sexual assault get access to the care
that they need.

Sexual assault is not acceptable any-
where in our society. It is not some-
thing many people like to talk about,
but it is a very real problem. According
to the Department of Defense, 20,000
servicemembers said they had experi-
enced at least one incident of unwanted
sexual contact in 2014.

In my time as an emergency medi-
cine physician, I have seen the deep,
longstanding, and brutal psychological
trauma that results from sexual as-
sault, and I know how critical it is that
victims receive the treatment they
need and perpetrators are brought to
justice.

Mr. Speaker, this bill takes much-
needed steps to ensure that treatment
options are more accessible for our vet-
erans who were victims of sexual as-
sault by helping to pay for travel ex-
penses for those who need to seek care
outside of the VA system.

Mr. Speaker, this is a medical need
and a moral imperative. I urge all my
colleagues to support H.R. 642 and en-
sure servicemembers who are victims
of sexual trauma receive the care they
need.

DHS SHUTDOWN

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, last week Speaker
BOEHNER stated that the Republicans
were certainly prepared to shut down
the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity—a shutdown that would force
thousands of TSA, Customs, Border Pa-
trol, and Secret Service agents to work
without pay.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I am going to tell
you, I come back and forth every week
from Orange County, California. I usu-
ally go up to Los Angeles, to LAX. I
was talking to my TSA guys as I went
through the line, taking off my shoes.
They said: Really, Ms. SANCHEZ, are
they really going to do that to us? Are
they really going to put our security at
stake—America’s security at stake? I
said: They have done it before, and
they are going to do it again.

I believe that it is time to pass a
clean Homeland Security bill.

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the House bring up H.R. 861,
the clean Department of Homeland Se-
curity funding bill that would keep the
Department open so it can carry out
its mission of keeping America and
Americans safe.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. As the
Chair previously advised, that request
cannot be entertained absent appro-
priate clearance.

H1179

RURAL HOSPITALS

(Ms. GRAHAM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, today 1
rise to bring attention to rural hos-
pitals and the important service they
provide to communities across north
Florida.

Last week I had the honor of touring
Doctors Memorial Hospital in Bonifay,
Florida. I was so inspired by the hard
work of the doctors, nurses, adminis-
trators, and volunteers who treat pa-
tients who otherwise would have to
drive hours for care.

Mr. Speaker, these hospitals are pro-
viding outstanding care but face
unique new challenges from govern-
ment regulation. In Congress, we need
to make sure rural hospitals are not
overburdened by regulation that can
cause more harm than good at smaller
facilities.

Rural hospitals are vital to north
Florida, and I am ready to work with
Democrats and Republicans to make
sure that we protect them.

——————

LOOMING DHS SHUTDOWN

(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, with
only hours remaining before Depart-
ment of Homeland Security funding is
terminated, and following a 98-2 Senate
vote to restore some sanity here and
proceed with consideration of that
funding, House Republicans are still
engaged in what amounts to a family
feud among Republicans that threatens
all American families. American shop-
ping malls on heightened alert, arrest
of ISIS suspects, and growing global
crises—all of them are apparently not
enough to spur these House Repub-
licans into action.

Mr. Speaker, House inaction is not
vigilance. Your fear of immigrants and
your disdain for President Obama
ought not to come between us and a se-
cure nation. Our enemies are watching.
So are the front-line DHS employees
and law enforcement operations who
could lose. It is long past time to ap-
prove the dollars that we need to se-
cure our American families and secure
our homeland. It ought to be the top
priority. There is no reason why Home-
land Security should be the only De-
partment in the entire Federal Govern-
ment that is not fully funded.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 26, 2015.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-

mission granted in Clause 2(h) of rule II of
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